CAMBRIDGE

The Civil War did little damage to Cambridge. The col-
lege plate, which had been loyally despatched to the King, was
captured by Cromwell, but its greater treasure, the stained
glass windows of King's Chapel, was untouched. Perhaps
Cromwell, who was formerly at Sidney Sussex, perserved
some tenderness for his old University and that of his friend
Milton, whose verse had celebrated the * the storied windows,
richly dight \ Shortly after the Civil War Pepys became an
undergraduate of Magdalene College, to which he later be-
queathed the library which is still housed in the very book-
cases whose construction afforded him so much satisfaction.
His diary records several visits to his old college. In Feb-
ruary, 1660, he writes : ' To the Three Tuns, where we
drank pretty hard and many healths to the King ; then we
broke up and I and Mr. Zanchy to Magdalene College, where
a very handsome supper at Mr. Hill's Chambers, I suppose
upon a club among them, where I could find nothing at all
left of the old preciseness in their discourse, specially on
Saturday nights/

Though famous libraries existed in the colleges, the
University Library had suffered much from the destructive-
ness of Edward VFs reign and from subsequent theft. Its
present importance dates from George Fs gift of books in
1715, which occasioned the Oxford epigram :

King George, observing with judicious eyes
The state of both his Universities,
To Oxford sent a troop of horse ; and why?
That learned body wanted loyalty.
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